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The editor's introduction to the volume sets forth pointedly the purpose 
and aim of the series in the following words: 

The Editor's desire is that the studies which appear in this Library shall do 
something to supply the deficiency to which attention has been called; that they 
shall contribute to social thinking rather than to technique, while not undervaluing 
the latter; that they shall add to the general knowledge of the social conditions in 
the midst of which social work is done rather than re-analyze processes already suffi- 
ciently established; that they shall aid in a human appreciation of the difficulties 
caused by sickness, poverty, and maladjustment, rather than make converts to some 
one way of meeting difficulties. 

With this aim in view Professor Hart takes up the larger problem of com- 
munity organization and discusses it in a thoughtful, sincere, and suggestive 
manner. 

The book contains thirteen chapters with the following titles: "Back- 
grounds," "The Present Situation," "The Individual as the Basis of Com- 
munity," "The Function of the Social Sciences," "The Democratic Ideal," 
"Some Important Tasks," "Types of Preliminary Effort," "Obstructions 
Developing Community Deliberation," "The Inclusive Program," "From 
Deliberation to Action," "Keeping the Program Human," and "The Problem 
of Leadership. " 

At the outset the author draws a sharp distinction between the develop- 
ment of the community by extreme individualism on the one hand and by 
complete regimentation on the other. "Democracy," he states, "and the 
scientific spirit alike demand a social order that shall be intelligent and still 
be free. " Throughout the volume the ultimate goal of community organiza- 
tion, democracy, is kept uppermost in the mind of the reader. That the 
present status of society is far from the goal is explicitly stated. Suffice it to 
say the theory of the book is pragmatic. 

The book is extremely well written. The language is clear, simple, and 
understandable. The author's viewpoint is thoroughly modern and reflects 
his wide practical experience in the field of social service. Although it is a 
sketch of the high points in a wide field which is more or less dimly described, 
the material presented should stimulate others to further exploration in the 
same direction. 



Source material for art teachers. — The course of study for art in the elemen- 
tary schools is frequently outlined in less detail than the courses for the formal 
subjects. This places an increased responsibility upon the art teacher for 
finding and organizing a sufficient body of material to meet the lesson require- 
ments. For teachers who find difficulty in discovering suitable lesson material 
a recent book by Mr. Glass 1 will prove very serviceable. 

1 F. J. Glass, Drawing Design and Craftwork. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co., 
1020. Pp. vii+215. $6.00. 
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The book contains a wealth of suggestive lesson material relating to the 
entire field of art education. Beginning with object drawing of a simple type» 
it progresses into studies of light and shade, design, lettering, color, modeling, 
wood-carving, gesso, leather work, inlaying, and marquetry. The text abounds 
with suggestions as to methods of manipulation, interesting historical descrip- 
tions, and suggestions for methods of presentation to a class. Especially 
noteworthy is the wealth of illustrations. These compose, for the most part, 
well-executed studies in the fields covered. For the amateur teacher or one 
working with limited facilities the concrete nature of the book will be particu- 
larly helpful. As an example of an attempt to increase teaching efficiency by 
providing new and valuable lesson material, this book might serve as a model 
in other fields. An increase of such source material would be stimulating to 
the teacher of any school subject. 

An elementary textbook for agriculture. — The growing demand for the 
teaching of agriculture in the public schools has received further impetus 
from the Smith-Hughes Law. To meet this demand several textbooks in 
agriculture, designed for different levels in the school, have appeared. One 
of these books, which is intended to suit the needs of rural schools and graded 
village and city schools below high-school rank, has recently been published 
in a fourth edition, and revised and enlarged. 1 

The book is divided into five parts, with an introduction on the teaching 
of agriculture. Part I takes up a discussion of plant production, covering 
in twenty-one chapters such topics as physiology of plants, plant improvement, 
how soils are formed, soil improvement, farm crops, small grains, corn, potatoes, 
principles of forestry, insects and diseases of plants. Part II deals with animal 
production, devoting eight chapters to this larger topic. Part III consists 
of one chapter on animal products. Part IV covers farm management and 
farm mechanics in five chapters, while Part V is the appendix, made up of 
reference tables. The book is profusely illustrated with small sketches and 
photographs which have been carefully selected. 

The book is an omnibus discussion covering the whole field of agriculture. 
As revised, it contains new additions to the tables in the appendix and two 
new chapters. One of these is on the raising of tobacco for the market, and 
the other, a very practical one, is on the business of farming. 

One commendable feature of the book is the large number of exercises 
and problems for laboratory work and class projects which are written in with 
the text. The language of the book is within the reach of the elementary- 
school child in the upper grades. Valuable hints are given as to the use of 
United States Farmers' Bulletins to which frequent references are made through- 
out the volume. The book is in fact an elementary handbook on scientific 
agriculture and as such should find a place in the farmer's library as well as 
in the schoolroom. 

1 Kary Cadmus Davis, Productive Farming. Philadelphia : J. B . Lippincott Co., 
1920 [revised]. Pp. viii+442+xxxix. 



